
AGENDA ITEM FOR ADMINISTRATIVE MEETING      (   )  Discussion only 
                                                                                                 ( X )  Action 

FROM (DEPT/ DIVISION):    County Counsel 

SUBJECT:      GHEZ School Support Fee  

Background: 

In 2023, the legislature added a requirement that in 
longer term enterprise zone abatements, the 
business receiving the benefit pay a school support 
fee to affected school districts in the zone.  For the 
Greater Hermiston Enterprise Zone, this would 
include both the Hermiston School District and the 
Stanfield School Districts.  The amount of the fee 
must be at least 15% and no more than 30%, and 
would be multiplied by the property taxes that 
would, but for the exemption, be due from the 
business.  Both school districts and the other zone 
sponsor, the City of Hermiston, have approved a 
rate of 15%.  The matter is before the Board to 
approve the rate.  This would be applicable to 
future enterprise zone applications.   

Requested Action:    

Adopt Order No. BCC2024-060 

ATTACHMENTS :  City Staff Report; District/City Resolutions; Proposed Order  
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Checkoffs:  
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(          )  Human Resources (copy)     Rachael Reynolds  
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******************************************************* 

Scheduled for meeting on:       October 2, 2024 

Action taken:  

******************************************************* 
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THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF UMATILLA COUNTY

STATE OF OREGON

In the Matter of Approval of     )
School Support Fee for the       )  Order No. BCC2024-060
Greater Hermiston Enterprise    )            
Zone    )

WHEREAS, the City of Hermiston and Umatilla County sponsor the
enterprise zone known as the Greater Hermiston Enterprise Zone
("Zone");

WHEREAS, HB 2009 (2023) was passed in 2023 and became part of
ORS Chapter 285C.

WHEREAS, ORS 285C.067 requires the governing body of each
school district along with the governing body of the zone sponsor
to set a rate for the school support fee imposed pursuant to ORS
285C.162(2) and ORS 285C.405 (2) to be paid in lieu of the property
taxes that would otherwise be imposed on the business granted tax
exemption through an enterprise zone;

WHEREAS, the school support rate must be at least 15 percent
and not more than 30 percent;

WHEREAS, the Hermiston School District and Stanfield School
District ("School Districts") are each an "affected school
district" in the Zone, as defined in ORS 285C.162(1);

WHEREAS, the School Districts coordinated with Zone sponsors
through the local Enterprise Zone Manager to set a rate;

WHEREAS, the School Districts have agreed to establish the
rate of the school support fee at fifteen (15) percent through
Hermiston School District Resolution No. 2024-25-1 and Stanfield
School District Resolution No. 2024-1; 

NOW THEREFORE  the Board of Commissioners orders:

1. That Umatilla County, as a zone sponsor for the Greater
Hermiston Enterprise Zone, agrees that the established rate of the
school support fee applicable to the Zone be set at fifteen
percent.
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2.   That the Board approves the resolutions adopted by the
School Districts.

DATED this 2nd day of October, 2024.

UMATILLA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

John M. Shafer, Chair

Celinda A. Timmons, Commissioner    

Daniel N. Dorran, Commissioner

ATTEST:
OFFICE OF COUNTY RECORDS

Records Officer
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