
AGENDA ITEM FOR ADMINISTRATIVE MEETING     (     ) Discussion only 
                                                                                                 ( X )  Action 

FROM (DEPT/ DIVISION):    Tourism 

SUBJECT:  Increasing the Accessibility of Oregon’s Rugged Country - Site Visit Contract 

Background: Regionally it is recognized that there are 
existing inequities for travelers with disabilities, including a 
lack of adequate information to determine if locations are 
accessible and the prevalence of barriers encountered during 
travel. This grant program is designed to equip participants 
(local businesses) with tools to better welcome customers 
with disabilities. 
Phase 1 of this grant project began in late May with the first 
contract for Empowering Access.  After  two - half day 
workshops, we were able to attain 16 site visits with 
businesses and work them though a the guidelines to build 
awareness on what options were available to make their 
business more accessible.  We also collected their necessary 
business information to be listed on BluePath.org for those 
building their travel itineraries with accessibility needs.  We 
did not have the anticipated turn out at the beginning of the 
grant project and have worked with Travel Oregon (grantor) 
on a slight modification moving forward with phase 2 to 
utilize the remaining funds.   
Phase 2 is a continuation of the work from Phase 1, with the 
desire to build on the work already established. A number of 
businesses have expressed an interest in the project that were 
not able to be involved in Phase 1.  With some slight 
modifications to our approach, we are moving forward to 
build a larger inventory on our regional project of making 
businesses more accessibly friendly to our visitors.   
Information collected during this audit (site visits, contract) 
will be posted on Blue-Path.org, a site dedicated to sharing 
accessible business information that will be promoted locally, 
regionally & statewide making it easier for visitors with 
disabilities to find the information they need to make 
informed travel choices. 
The Contractor will visit participating businesses and conduct 
a formal accessibility audit, documenting the space for listing 
on Blue Path. The Contractor will also produce a report with 
recommendations for future improvements to make the 
business more accessible. The businesses may use this 
information to apply for future local, regional and state grants 
for improvements.

Requested Action: Approve contract for 
professional services with Ashley Payne for site 
visits according to the contract, funded by Travel 
Oregon Competitive grants for Accessibility 
Awareness, and authorize the Chair to sign. 

ATTACHMENTS:     Contract (Hannah Payne),  

Date: (   09/27/24   )          Submitted By:  Karie Walchli, Tourism Coordinator 

************For Internal Use Only************ 

Scheduled for meeting on:       October 2, 2024  

Action taken:  

******************************************************* 
Follow-up: 












