
Umatilla County 

Board of County Commissioners 

 

“The mission of Umatilla County is to serve the citizens of Umatilla County efficiently and effectively.” 

 

 BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

Wednesday, October 20, 2021, 9AM 

Umatilla County Courthouse, Room 130  

 

A. Call to Order 

B. Chair’s Introductory Comments & Opening Statement 

C. New Business     

 

TEXT AMENDMENT #T-21-086 

 PLAN AMENDMENT #P-129-21 

ZONE MAP AMENDMENT #Z-318-21 
 

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (ODOT),  

APPLICANT/ OWNER 
 

The applicant requests to add an existing quarry (Butter Creek Quarry) to the Umatilla County 

Comprehensive Plan list of Goal 5 protected Significant Sites and apply the Aggregate Resource 

(AR) Overlay Zone to the entire quarry site. The property is located off the northeast side of 

Butter Creek Road, identified on Assessor’s Map as Township 2 North, Range 27 East, Tax Lot 

2700. The property is 4.76 acres and is zoned EFU. The criteria of approval are found in Oregon 

Administrative Rule 660-023-0040 – 0050, 660-023-0180(3), (5) & (7), and UCDC Sections 

152.487 – 488. 

 

D. Adjournment  



Umatilla County 

Department of Land Use Planning 

 

 

216 S.E. 4th Street • Pendleton, OR 97801 • Ph: 541-278-6252 • Fax: 541-278-5480 

Website: www.umatillacounty.net/planning • Email: planning@umatillacounty.net 

 MEMO 

 
TO: Umatilla County Board of Commissioners 
FROM: Bob Waldher, Director 
DATE: October 13, 2021 

 

RE:  October 20, 2021 Board of County Commissioners Hearing 

Text Amendment T-21-086 
Zone Amendment Z-318-21 
Plan Amendment P-129-21 

   

Background Information 

The applicant, Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) requests its existing 
Butter Creek Quarry be added to the Umatilla County Comprehensive Plan list of Goal 5 
protected Significant Sites. In addition, ODOT requests the County apply the Aggregate 
Resource (AR) Overlay Zone to the entire quarry site. The property is located off the 
northeast side of Butter Creek Road, identified on assessor’s map as Township 2 North, 
Range 27 East, Tax Lot 2700. The property is 4.76 acres and is zoned Exclusive Farm Use 
(EFU).  
 

Criteria of Approval 

The criteria of approval are found in Oregon Administrative Rule 660-023-0040 – 0050, 
660-023-0180 (3), (5) and (7), and Umatilla County Development Code (UCDC) Section 
152.487 – 488. 
 

Land Use Hearings 

The process of approval by the County involves review by the County Planning 
Commission with a recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners (BCC). The 
first evidentiary hearing was held before the Planning Commission, at their September 
23, 2021 meeting.  
 
During the virtual hearing, the Planning Commission heard testimony both in favor and 
in opposition of the proposed amendment. A copy of the Planning Commission Meeting 
Minutes is attached. Proponents (ODOT and the consultant) of the amendment 
presented evidence that the aggregate site meets the quantity and quality standards 
required by the state to establish the site as a “large significant site.” The proponents 
requested that the county recognize that the resource site and the conflicting uses 
(dwellings and public/private gathering spaces) are important to each other, and 
therefore, the conflicting uses within the 1,500-foot impact area of the Butter Creek 
Quarry should be allowed, but limited in order to protect the Goal 5 site. This 
protection would be accomplished by requiring a waiver of remonstrance, prior to final 
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Memo 
BCC Public Hearing – October 20, 2021 
Text Amendment T-21-086, Zone Amendment Z-318-21, Plan Amendment P-129-21 
 

approval of any conflicting use within the 1,500-foot impact area. 
 
Testimony in opposition to the request was heard from a nearby property owner, John Luciani. Mr. Luciani 
expressed concerns about the associated impacts of the proposed aggregate operation as well as safety issues 
that could be caused because of the curvature, “blind corner” of Butter Creek Road in the area of the aggregate 
site.  
 
The Planning Commission voted 5-3 to not recommend approval by the BCC. However, Planning Commissioners 
failed to make findings related to the substantive criteria of approval in order to justify their recommendation 
for denial. In addition, staff believes that much of the opponent testimony consisted of conclusory statements 
not related to the substantive criteria of approval.  
 

Conclusion 

Considering the recommendations of the Planning Commission and information presented in the record the BCC 
is asked to make a decision whether or not to adopt the proposed amendments to add Butter Creek Quarry to 
the Umatilla County Comprehensive Plan list of Goal 5 protected Significant Sites and apply the AR Overlay Zone 
to the entire quarry site.  

 

Attachments 
The following attachments have been included for review by the BCC: 

 County Preliminary Findings and Conclusions 

 Public Notice Map 

 Proposed Zoning Map Amendment 

 Proposed Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment 

 Screenshots of Buffer Area provided by Applicant 

 Minutes from 09/23/21 Planning Commission Meeting 
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June 21, 2021 
 
Significant Aggregate Site Information 
ODOT Source # OR-30-041-5 
Butter Creek Quarry 
Butter Creek Road off OR 207 at M.P. 19.70 
Tax Lot 2700, SW¼ NW¼ SE¼ of Sec. 34, T. 2 N., R. 27 E., W.M.  
Umatilla County, OR 
 
This letter provides documentation of the location, quantity and quality of aggregate reserves at the above referenced site 
for a Significant Aggregate Site designation.  This site is an existing quarry site known as Butter Creek Quarry, which 
encompasses approximately 4.36 acres.  It is located adjacent northeast of Butter Creek Road, approximately 1.1 miles 
southeast of State Highway OR 207 at mile post (M.P.) 19.70.   The site does not have a current DOGAMI Operating 
Permit. The site is owned by ODOT through a Warranty Deed of Sale. Attached is a county tax lot map, aerial photo, and 
right-of-way map for your reference. 
 
The rock at this site consists of in-place basalt lava rock of the Columbia River Basalt Group1, which is the bedrock 
formation which predominates most of the county. Attached ODOT laboratory test results (14-002523) for rock at this site 
indicates that the rock meets ODOT base rock specifications. According to the requirements in Section 02630.11(c) of the 
Oregon Standard Specifications for Construction (2021), the Abrasion can be up 35.0% maximum, and the Coarse 
Degradation can be up to 30.0% maximum with a Sediment Height of 3.0 inches maximum.  Lab results for T96 indicate 
an Abrasion of 19.8%, and TM208a show a Coarse Degradation of 13.8% and a Sediment Height of 0.8 inches. 
 
I have personally observed the site and the rock material, and it is my professional opinion that through typical rock 
excavation and production processes, the ODOT estimate of 542,500 tons of reserve quantity is reasonably obtainable.  
Based on ODOT’s experience using aggregate produced from Columbia River Basalt, aggregate produced from this site is 
anticipated to meet and likely exceed ODOT base aggregate standards. 
 
This site is located only 1.1 miles from State Highway OR 207 (Lexington-Echo) and could be used to provide aggregate 
for road construction and maintenance of this highway as well as other public roads in the surrounding area. Based on this 
information, this site should be added to the Umatilla County Significant Site Inventory. 
 
Should you have any questions or require any additional information please contact me at 541-388-6097. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Scott Billings, C.E.G.      
ODOT Region 4/5 Sr. Engineering Geologist 
Region 4 Tech Center 
63034 OB Riley Road 
Bend, Oregon 97703 
Phone: 541-388-6097 
 
Attachments:  Site Map 

County Tax Lot Map and Detail 
Right of Way Map 
Laboratory Test Results 

1 Madin, I.P., and Geitgey, R.P., unpublished, Preliminary geologic map of the Umatilla Basin, Morrow and Umatilla Counties, Oregon: Portland, 
Oreg., Oregon Dept. of Geology and Mineral Industries, scale 1:100,000. 

Oregon Department of Transportation 
Geo/Environmental Unit 

63055 N Highway 97 
Bend, OR   97703  

Telephone (541) 388-6097 
Fax (541) 385-0476 
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Big Butter Creek Rd

Source: Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community, Oregon Statewide Imagery
Program (OSIP) - Oregon Imagery Framework Implementation Team

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

BUTTER CREEK QUARRY
OR-30-041-5
SW1/4 NW1/4 SE1/4 Sec. 34, T. 2 N., R. 27 E., W.M.
Umatilla County, Oregon

File

0 1,000500

Feet

5/14/2021

DISCLAIMER:
This product is for informational purposes only and may not
have been prepared for or be suitable for legal, engineering

or surveying purposes.  Users of this information should
review or consult the primary data and information sources
to ascertain the usability of the information.  This map was

produced using ESRI ArcMap v. 10.5.
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Proposed Umatilla County Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment 

BUTTER CREEK QUARRY 
Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment #P-129-21 
Comprehensive Plan Text Amendment T -21-086 

Zoning Map Amendment #Z-318-21 
Township 2N, Range 27, Tax Lot 2700 

This proposed amendment to the Umatilla County Comprehensive Plan is to add the existing 
Butter Creek Quarry (listed in the Comprehensive Plan Technical Report) to the list of Goal 5 
protected, significant resource aggregate sites. The following proposed changes will be made in 
Chapter 8, Open Space, Scenic and Historic Areas, and Natural Resources: 

Note: Proposed changes are in highlighted text. 

41. Several aggregate sites were determined 
to be significant enough to warrant protection 
from surrounding land uses in order to 
preserve the resource (see Technical Report). 

41. In order to protect the aggregate resource, 
the County shall apply an aggregate resource 
overlay zone to the following existing sites: 

(1) ODOT quarry, T5N, R35E, Section 
35, TL 6200, 5900. 
(2) ODOT quarry, T5N, R29E, Section 
22, TL 800 ("Sharp's Corner")> 
(3) Private, commercial pit, T4N, R38E, 
Section 27, TL 1100. 
(4) Upper Pit, T4N, R28E, Sections 28, 
29, TL 4000. 
(5) ODOT quarry, T3N, R33E, Section 
23, TL 100, 600, 700 
( 6) Several quarries, T2N, R31 E, Section 
15, 16, 17, TL400, 800,3100. (See 
Technical report for specific site 
information). 
(7) ODOT quarry, T2N, R27, TL 2700 

tierney.cimmiyotti
Highlight

tierney.cimmiyotti
Highlight

tierney.cimmiyotti
Highlight



 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

 

  

BUTTER CREEK QUARRY  
 

 

TEXT AMENDMENT #T-21-086 

 PLAN AMENDMENT #P-129-21 

ZONE MAP AMENDMENT #Z-318-21 

 

 
OREGON DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION, 

APPLICANT/ OWNER 

 
 

 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING 
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DRAFT MINUTES 

UMATILLA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Meeting of Thursday, September 23, 2021, 6:30pm 

Umatilla County Courthouse, 216 SE 4
th

 Street, Pendleton, Oregon 

VIRTUAL MEETING VIA ZOOM 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 

COMMISSIONERS 

PRESENT: Suni Danforth, Chair, Don Wysocki, Vice Chair, Hoot Royer, Jon Salter, 

Cindy Timmons, Sam Tucker, Tammie Williams & Tami Green 

 

ABSENT: Lyle Smith 

 

STAFF: Bob Waldher, Planning Director & Tierney Cimmiyotti, Administrative 

Assistant 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **  
NOTE: THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE MEETING. RECORDING IS AVAILABLE AT THE PLANNING OFFICE. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Danforth called the meeting to order at 6:35pm and read the Opening Statement. 

NEW HEARING 

TEXT AMENDMENT #T-21-086, PLAN AMENDMENT #P-129-21 & ZONE MAP 

AMENDMENT #Z-318-21: ODOT, Applicant/ Owner. The applicant requests to add an 

existing quarry (Butter Creek Quarry) to the Umatilla County Comprehensive Plan list of Goal 5 

protected Significant Sites and apply the Aggregate Resource (AR) Overlay Zone to the entire 

quarry site. The property is located off the northeast side of Butter Creek Road, identified on 

Assessor’s Map as Township 2 North, Range 27 East, Tax Lot 2700. The property is 4.76 acres 

and is zoned EFU. The criteria of approval are found in Oregon Administrative Rule 660-023-

0040 – 0050, 660-023-0180(3), (5) & (7), and UCDC Sections 152.487 – 488.  

Chair Danforth read the Opening Statement and called for any abstentions, bias, conflicts of 

interest, declarations of ex-parte contact or objections to jurisdiction. There were none. She 

called for the Staff Report. 

STAFF REPORT 

Bob Waldher, Planning Director, presented the staff report. Mr. Waldher stated that the 

applicant, ODOT, requests to add Butter Creek Quarry to the Umatilla County Comprehensive 

Plan list of Goal 5 protected Significant sites, and apply the AR Overlay Zone to the entire 

quarry site. The property is located off the northeast side of Butter Creek Road on Tax Lot 2700 

of Assessor’s Map 2N 27. The subject property is 4.76 acres and zoned EFU.  
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Mr. Waldher stated that the approval process for this request is similar to the Vinson Quarry 

request. The Planning Commission will make a recommendation to the BCC. He pointed out an 

error in the Memo on page 1, under the Butter Creek Quarry section of the Commissioner’s 

packets. The hearing date reads, “September 16, 2021” and should be today’s date, September 

23, 2021. He stated that he will make the correction in the Final Findings.  

Applicant Testimony: Carla McLane, Consultant, Carla McLane Consulting, 170 Van Buren 

Drive, Umatilla, Oregon, 97882. Ms. McLane indicated that she represents the applicant, ODOT. 

Ms. McLane stated that the applicant’s request is very similar to the last hearing request. 

However, there are additional impacts in the Butter Creek area that were not present in the 

Vinson Canyon request. She stated that she would like to pinpoint the dissimilarities in the Butter 

Creek Quarry request and explain how and why they matter.  

Ms. McLane stated that Butter Creek Quarry is a smaller site at 4.76 acres, but it does meet the 

requirements to be deemed as a Significant site. There is an estimated 540,000 tons of available 

basalt at the site and samples taken in 2014 determined the site meets the standards for resistance 

to degradation, soundness and coarseness. 

Ms. McLane stated that the biggest difference between Vinson Canyon and Butter Creek is the 

way the land is being used in and around the sites. In terms of conflicting uses, the analysis for 

Butter Creek was much more critical. She stated that some agricultural structures are nearby, but 

no dwellings are located within 1,500 ft. impact area boundary and the nearest home is 1,560 ft. 

away. She referred to the map on page 31 of the Commissioner’s packets which displays a 

satellite image of the site with overlays representing the 750 ft. advance notice boundary and the 

1,500 ft. blasting impact area. She stated that the agricultural uses in the area include dryland 

farming to the north, circle pivot irrigation farming in the valley and potential for livestock 

grazing. 

Ms. McLane stated that there are no current uses within the buffer area that would be affected by 

the noise, dust or other discharges from the proposed mining activity. She added that there is a 

slight increase in traffic on the access road for Butter Creek than for Vinson Canyon, but the 

impacts would be comparable. The state has designated this site to be part of the Butter Creek 

Critical Groundwater Area (CGWA). Therefore, the quarry is subject to regulations and 

standards imposed by the Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) including a complex 

series of administrative rules to ensure groundwater is adequately protected.  

Ms. McLane stated that Butter Creek Quarry is included in the list of Inventory of Rock Material 

Resources in Umatilla County in the Umatilla County Comprehensive Plan Technical Report on 

page D-180 and classified as a 1A Site. It is the objective of this request to determine that the site 

is Significant and does deserve protection of mining activities under Goal 5.  

Ms. McLane explained that, prior to engaging in mining activity ODOT will obtain a Permit for 

Construction of Road Approaches onto County & Public Roads (Access Permit) from Umatilla 
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County Department of Public Works. As part of the permitting process, ODOT will enlarge the 

access point for safe ingress and egress from Butter Creek Road. She acknowledged that the site 

is located on a slight curve of the road, but maintained that sight-distance is good in both 

directions.  

Ms. McLane explained that stormwater on the site will be either collected and held onsite or 

executed in accordance with management standards set by the National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) permit program.  

Ms. McLane stated that ODOT intends to excavate, process and batch aggregate for public road 

projects and to stockpile unused aggregate material for current and future use at Butter Creek 

Quarry. The applicant’s goal through this request is to ensure that this quarry site can avoid 

additional future impacts on mining activity. ODOT and feels it is in their best interest to seek 

protections to limit conflicting uses within the buffer area (1,500 ft. from the potential impact 

area). She explained that the Planning Commission is tasked with making a recommendation to 

the BCC on whether or not to deem this site as Significant.  

Commissioner Tucker asked if the measurement taken to determine the 1,500 ft. distance 

between the blast site and nearby structures and parcels is measured from the north edge of the 

mining activity or by starting from the center of the property. Ms. McLane stated that they 

measured starting from the edge of the property boundary to determine the 1,500 ft. impact area. 

Chair Danforth reminded the Planning Commission that the Goal 5 protection request for Butter 

Creek Quarry will not prohibit conflicting activities in the area. Instead, it would impose 

requirements for applicants with plans for potentially conflicting land use activities or 

development near the site to waive their rights to remonstrance against impacts made by 

aggregate mining activities in the area. 

Chair Danforth asked if this request is approved, how landowners already in the area would be 

affected. She asked whether it would impose a requirement for those with pre-existing dwellings 

and other structures to also sign documents waiving their rights to remonstrance against impacts 

made by aggregate mining activities. Mr. Waldher stated that is not an issue in this request 

because there are no pre-existing conflicting uses within the 1,500 ft. impact area at this time. He 

further clarified that the requirement for land owners to waive rights to remonstrance against 

mining impacts will only apply to future requests for activities or development with potential for 

conflict located within the established 1,500 ft. buffer zone. 

Opponent Testimony: John Luciani, 27633 Butter Creek Road, Echo, Oregon 97826. Mr. 

Luciani stated that he does not feel that ODOT should consider this site for mining due to the 

close proximity to his home, his daughter’s home and a neighbor’s home, Mr. Price, which is 

located 60 ft. outside of the 1,500 ft. impact area. He believes there are other rural sites available 

in the county for blasting and mining activities which are located further away from residences.  
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Mr. Luciani questions ODOT’s claim that they are running out of rock at current mining sites 

because he has driven by active quarries in the area and seen a lot of rock there. He does not 

understand why ODOT would want to mine at this location when they know it is located on a 

curve in the road and close to three dwellings.  

Mr. Luciani stated that he is concerned about damage to his underground cement cistern and the 

wells on his property. He is also concerned about how the blasting will affect his goats, horses, 

chickens and cows. He expressed frustration with the proposal and stated that he never imagined 

he would have to deal with something like this near his home. He urged the Planning 

Commission to make a site visit before making a final recommendation to the BCC.  

Commissioner Green asked for clarification on which property was owned by Mr. Luciani. Ms. 

McLane stated that Mr. Luciani’s property is located southeast of the aggregate site, outside the 

1,500 foot impact area, but inside the additional notice boundary area (map in Commissioner’s 

packets, page 31).  

Commissioner Wysocki asked Mr. Luciani how long he has lived on his property. Mr. Luciani 

stated that the home his daughter currently lives in was built by his father in 1965. He built his 

own home on the site in 1999. Commissioner Wysocki asked if Mr. Luciani has ever seen or 

heard any mining activity occur at the Butter Creek Quarry site since he has lived in the area. Mr. 

Luciani replied no, he has not.  

Commissioner Timmons asked if Mr. Luciani’s neighbor, Mr. Price, received notification of this 

Goal 5 request as part of the public notice process. Mr. Waldher explained that the state requires 

public notice be sent to land owners within 750 feet of the subject property. Umatilla County has 

a provision that requires at least five individual land owners to receive notice. As a result, the 

public notice area for this request was expanded to include landowners within about ¾ mile of 

the quarry. Mr. Waldher referred to the list of landowners that received public notices on page 31 

of the Commissioner’s packets. He pointed out that the name “Price” is not on the list, but there 

are several corporations and limited liability companies (LLC) listed as surrounding land owners, 

so Mr. Price may own land under another name. 

Chair Danforth thanked Mr. Luciani for calling attention to the curve in the road leading to the 

site. After reviewing the maps she shares his concern about dangerous conditions in accessing 

the site off of Butter Creek Road. Mr. Luciani once again urged the Planning Commission to 

make a site visit before making a recommendation to the BCC. 

Public Agencies: No additional comments.  

Applicant Rebuttal: Carla McLane, Consultant, Carla McLane Consulting; Scott Billings, 

ODOT Senior Engineering Geologist; and Teresa Penninger, ODOT Planning Manager. Ms. 

McLane stated that ODOT has owned this site for over 75 years and it is identified in the 
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County’s Comprehensive plan as a 1A site. She reiterated that the applicant meets the 

requirements for quality and quantity of aggregate materials at the site.  

Ms. McLane explained that ODOT has quarries located throughout the region because they must 

ensure that they maintain an adequate inventory of materials available for current and future road 

projects. She pointed out that regional roads will continue to require maintenance over the next 

several decades and the need for materials will not subside. Although ODOT has not yet used 

Butter Creek Quarry for mining operations, they are trying to plan for the future. They know they 

will eventually need to relocate active operations to new sites as materials become less available 

at current mines. They feel this site is Significant and hope the Planning Commission agrees.  

Ms. McLane acknowledged that the road has some curves, but she insisted that you can see for 

quite a distance. 

Ms. Penninger pointed out that the access point will be off a county road and they will be 

required to obtain an Access Permit from the County Road Department. The process of approval 

for the Access Permit will ensure that all aspects of the curvature of the road and any sight 

restrictions that may apply will be taken into account at that time. She stated that safety is 

important to ODOT and they will comply with all applicable safety standards pertaining to 

access.  

Chair Danforth asked about the estimated lifespan of an average 4 ½ acre mine. Mr. Billings 

stated that there are a number of factors that come into play in making that estimate.  

Mr. Billings stated that the lifespan of the mine will depend on a number of factors including; the 

number of highways serviced, the size of each highway and how much traffic those highways 

get.  

Commissioner Wysocki stated that there are seven formations of basalt in this region (The 

Columbia River Basalt Group) and some sites yield better quality rock than others. The 

formations are subdivided into formal and informal members and flows. He asked which 

member Butter Creek Quarry is part of. Mr. Billings stated that this site is part of the Wanapum 

Basalt Formation, Frenchman Springs Member.  

Chair Danforth stated that she has not been to the location and asked staff if it would be 

appropriate for the Planning Commission to make a site visit before making a decision. Mr. 

Waldher stated that it is a gray area because site inspections performed alone could be 

considered to be a form of ex-parte contact. He explained that arranging a group visit could be 

possible, but he warned that the public perception might become problematic so he discouraged 

the idea. 

 

Chair Danforth closed the hearing for deliberation.  
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DELIBERATION 

Chair Danforth reminded the Planning Commission that this site is an existing quarry owned by 

ODOT, and is likely to be used for mining at some point. The decision made regarding this 

proposal will only determine whether or not the mining activities will be protected from 

conflicting uses in the future. She stated that she is inclined to let the neighbors be peaceful and 

not grant this quarry a Goal 5 protection.  

 

Commissioner Tucker stated that the Planning Commission’s job is to look at the rules that 

govern this request and determine if they meet the criteria for approval. Based upon the evidence 

present at this hearing, it appears that the applicant has met the criteria. Commissioner Tucker 

expressed that he sympathizes with Mr. Luciani’s position.  

 

Chair Danforth stated that, even if the applicant proves that they have met the criteria for 

approval, the Planning Commission has the option of making a recommendation of “no” to the 

BCC. The BCC will make the final decision.  

 

Commissioner Williams shared her concerns regarding access off Butter Creek Road. She stated 

that she agrees with Mr. Luciani that it would be very dangerous and cause many accidents. She 

stated that ODOT always has the option to make a deal with private aggregate companies to 

obtain rock in the future. She feels that the mining activity at this site would have too much 

impact on the homes in the area. Chair Danforth agreed and stated that, when taking into account 

public safety concerns, sometimes the answer just has to be no.  

 

Commissioner Williams made a motion to recommend denial of the Text Amendment #T-21-

086, Plan Amendment #P-129-21 & Zone Map Amendment #Z-318-21; Oregon Department of 

Transportation, applicant/ owner to Amend the Umatilla County Comprehensive Plan to list the 

Butter Creek Quarry as a Significant Site protected by Goal 5; amend the Comprehensive Plan 

Map to identify the site as Significant and to apply the buffer area to limit conflicting uses; and 

amend the Zoning Map by applying the Aggregate Resource Overlay Zone to the mining site, to 

the Board of County Commissioners. Commissioner Royer seconded the motion. Motion passed 

with a vote of 5:3. 

 

A public hearing before the BCC is scheduled for Wednesday, October 20, 2021, 9am at the 

Umatilla County Courthouse. 
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